
Learning Objectives

Students will...

✓Understand what “fake” news is and how it is spread.

✓Discover when the term “fake” news is used incorrectly.

✓Use critical thinking and common sense to assess online 

information.

Introducing The Lesson

Ask students if they have ever heard or used the term “fake news.” Likely they have, so ask for examples. 

Explain what it is and have them record the definition:

• FAKE NEWS: A popular term that refers to news stories that are false.

The Lesson

1. Screen [Video 1]. It overviews what students are about to learn.

7. Understanding “Fake” News

More than half of teens (54%) get their news from social media platforms such as Instagram, Facebook 

and Twitter, according to a survey conducted by Common Sense Media/Survey Monkey. Unfortunately, 

social media is full of news that is not accurate or true. During the pandemic, the Director-General of the 

World Health Organization (WHO) announced, “We are not just fighting an epidemic; we’re fighting an 

infodemic,” referring to misinformation that “spreads faster and more easily than this virus.” What makes 

this even more problematic is that the most popular “fake” news stories on social media are more widely 
shared than the most popular true stories. Plus, a Yale University study finds that news headlines that 

seem familiar are perceived as substantially more accurate than unfamiliar stories. In other words, the 
stories most shared are the stories we start believing. For these reasons and more, it is imperative to 

help students understand “fake” news. 

Key Standards—CCSS.ELA-LITERACY: SL.8.1, SL.8.1.A, SL.8.1.B, SL.8.1.C, SL.8.1.D, SL.8.2, L.8.6. ISTE: 2b, 3a, 3b, 3d, 7d. CASEL: 3a, 

4a, 4b, 5a, 5c, 5d, 5e, 5f.
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The Lesson, continued

2. Ask: Have you ever believed a social media post or news story you later learned was untrue? Have 

student volunteers share some examples.

3. Sometimes people use the term “fake” news incorrectly. The following situations are sometimes 

referred to as “fake” news, but they are not (have students take notes as you explain): 

“Fake” News is NOT:

• News you don’t like or don’t agree with. Sometimes people say “fake news!” when they don’t like 

or agree with something. Disagreeing with or not liking something does not make it “fake” news.

• Opinion stories on news sites. Sometimes authors share their own opinions on legitimate news 

sites, however these are almost always marked as “Opinion” and are not “fake” news.

• Honest mistakes. Even the best reporters sometimes make honest mistakes. These are often 

corrected or retracted later. This is also not “fake” news.

• Satire, parody, or hoaxes. There are many satire or parody sites online that appear to be legitimate 

news sources, however they are simply meant to entertain or poke fun at real news. Also, sometimes 

people post hoaxes online in the hopes of helping their content going viral. Explain each term and 

have students record:

• SATIRE: A form of communication that uses humor to poke fun or ridicule.

• PARODY: A humorous or mocking imitation of something (students may recall this from Level 2).

• HOAXES: Humorous or malicious deceptions.

4. Satire, parody, and hoaxes can sometimes be tricky to recognize, that’s why it is important to use 

Essential Question #1: Who is behind this information? Students should: Check the “About” section of 

a website to determine if it is a legitimate news organization, OR investigate the background of the 

creator of the content, OR look carefully at their social media handle.  

5. Satires, parodies, and hoaxes can, unfortunately, become “fake” news when they spread elsewhere. 

Screen [Video 2] to illustrate this point. (Note: please be aware that this video contains “twerking” 
footage that some teachers may find inappropriate for their class, in that case you can skip the 
video and read the following instead.)
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The Lesson, continued

In 2017, American comedian Jimmy Kimmel aired a video on 

his show (Jimmy Kimmel Live!), called “Worst Twerk Fail EVER

—Girl Catches On Fire!” In this staged video, a girl performs a 

dance routine that goes completely awry, ending with the 

young lady apparently catching on fire. The girl in the video is 

actually a professional stuntwoman and had planned this stunt 

with Jimmy Kimmel. The video, which first appeared on the 

Jimmy Kimmel Live! website, went viral, racking up over 9 million views in less than a week. Even though 

the “About” section of the website plainly states the show is a late-night talk show, not a news site, 

numerous television news outlets reported the incident as though it were “real” news. Had they dug 

deeper, they would have realized it was clearly a hoax.

6. Tell students that recognizing when something online is untrue is sometimes difficult. Even adults find 

it challenging. A study discovered that most American adults (64%) believe fabricated news stories are 

causing a great deal of confusion about current events, and about one in four acknowledge having 

shared a made-up news story online. Help students break this cycle through the following activity.

Activity 

Explain that before using the three essential questions to analyze online information, one has to suspect 

something might be untrue. How do you do that? By using critical thinking skills combined with plain-old 

common sense. If something causes you to wonder, Is this real?... then it’s time to do some investigation! 

Have your students test their critical thinking skills and common sense on the real posts and articles that 

follow. Ask: What clues make you want to dig deeper? How would you investigate this? And see if they 

can spot a satire, parody, or hoax. Use the Teacher’s Guide to conduct a discussion about each example. 

Goal

To help students understand what “fake” news is, is not, and how to use critical thinking skills and 

common sense to investigate information they find questionable. 
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From:

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/community/digital-lab/fake-news-quiz-how-to-spot/article33821986/

EXAMPLE  #1

This post appeared on Twitter. Is it true? What clues make you want to dig deeper? How would you 

investigate this? 
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From:

https://empirenews.net/gizmo-files-lawsuit-against-disney-over-baby-yoda-claims-company-stole-his-likeness/

This story appeared online looking like news. Is it real or fake? What are your clues? How would you 
check? 
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EXAMPLE  #2

This post appeared online was widely shared on social media. What clues make you want to dig deeper? 

How would you investigate this? 

https://empirenews.net/gizmo-files-lawsuit-against-disney-over-baby-yoda-claims-company-stole-his-likeness/
https://empirenews.net/gizmo-files-lawsuit-against-disney-over-baby-yoda-claims-company-stole-his-likeness/


From:

https://slate.com/technology/2020/06/ada-exemption-face-mask-cards-utter-nonsense.html

EXAMPLE  #3

This post on Instagram shows a laminated card that says it exempts the owner from "any ordinance 

requiring face mask usage in public." What clues make you want to dig deeper? How would you 

investigate this? 
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From:

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-33143367

EXAMPLE #4

This image of a raccoon hitching a ride on an alligator became a viral sensation. What clues make you 

want to dig deeper? How would you investigate this? 
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From:

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/30-foot-long-man-eating-crocodile/

This image of a “30-foot crocodile” was shared on Twitter. Note the number of views! What clues make 

you want to dig deeper? How would you investigate this? 
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EXAMPLE #5

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/30-foot-long-man-eating-crocodile/
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/30-foot-long-man-eating-crocodile/
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This video (play it in Slides)— which appeared on TikTok, Facebook, YouTube and Twitter—went viral on 

social media. It shows a maskless woman having a tantrum on an airplane because she is being forced to 

sit next to a man she presumes is unvaccinated. What clues make you want to dig deeper? How would 

you investigate this? 

EXAMPLE #6

From:

https://www.kdrv.com/archive/think-this-airplane-altercation-looks-fake-thats-because-it-is/article_dc4de71a-f297-5107-b9e1-87545c42453c.html

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/30-foot-long-man-eating-crocodile/
https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/30-foot-long-man-eating-crocodile/


1. PARTLY TRUE: Although the Queen did indeed pass away on Sept. 8, 2022 at age 96, this Tweet is not 

accurate. First off, a student could easily check legitimate news sources to discover the Queen’s actual 

date of death. Secondly, the BBC’s U.K. news feed handle is @BBCNews, not @BBCNewsUKi. The extra 

“i” at the end, which a student might miss, is a clue that the account is not legitimate. Finally the date (at 

the bottom) reveals that this is an old Tweet, sent well before the Queen’s actual death.

2. SATIRE: The first clue is the fact that Gizmo is not a real person. Additionally, the author’s name is 

suspicious: Bob The Empire News Potato. A little research into the “About” section of The Empire News 

website quickly reveals that it “is intended for entertainment purposes only. Our website and social media 

content uses only fictional names, except in cases of public figure and celebrity parody or satirization. Any 

other use of real names is accidental and coincidental.”

3. PARTLY TRUE. The ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) does require that businesses with mandatory 

mask rules for customers must accommodate people who may not be able to wear masks due to 

medical conditions or disabilities. So that much is true. However, this face mask "exempt" card, which 

appeared in multiple places online, was declared fraudulent by the U.S. Department of Justice (a visit to 

their website would verify this). The FTBA, the organization mentioned on the card to “report” potential 

violations to, does not appear to be officially recognized by any government agencies as an enforcing 

body. You could visit www.ftbagency.com and discover there is no such site!

4. NOT TRUE. This is a tricky one because the source, BBC News, is a legitimate news organization. 

However, the photo is a fake. The raccoon-riding-an-alligator story went viral in 2015, spreading from 

Florida media to global news outlets like the BBC. But it all turned out to be a hoax by American 

performance artist Zardulu, who staged the photo with taxidermied animals.

5. HOAX. This image from a video claiming to show people swimming around what is purportedly a 30-

foot-long, ‘man-eating’ crocodile, was in fact taken from the set of the 1999 film “Lake Placid” and 

features an animatronic crocodile. A clue is the watermark for The Stan Winston School of Character Arts 

in the lower left hand corner of the source of the video. Stan Winston was in charge of creature effects 

and special effects for a number of films, including the “Terminator” franchise, “Jurassic Park,” and more. 

Also, the person who posted the tweet, Tansu Yegen, has these hashmarks in his bio (#viral #funny).

6. PARODY OR HOAX. This video was produced by a man known as Prince Ea, an entertainer and creator 

of online content who has a history of using authentic-sounding titles about hot-button issues to get 

people to watch (a quick check of his Twitter account reveals this). He used professional actors for this 

video. Another clue is the three-word disclaimer, “For entertainment purposes,” on the initial Nov. 1 

Facebook post of the video. Unfortunately, Prince Ea posted additional versions without the disclaimer, 

and others shared the video without the disclaimer as well.

TEACHER’S GUIDE
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“FAKE” NEWS

A popular term that refers to news stories that are false.

SATIRE

A form of communication that uses humor to poke fun or ridicule.

PARODY 

A humorous or mocking imitation of something.

HOAXES 

Humorous or malicious deceptions.
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